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PURPOSE:
Hold a public hearing to consider Landmark designation expansion for Poplar Hall, 409 Sunset
Drive, tax parcel 7045.

BACKGROUND:

The City received a recommendation from the Guilford County Historic Preservation
Commission to expand the designation of Poplar Hall, 409 Sunset Drive, as a Guilford County
Historic Landmark. The designation is to include the adjacent land that has been recombined to
recreate the original lot. Based on the Landmark Report, the proposed designation includes the
entire exterior and the entire interior of the house and both lots that are now combined in order to
protect the historic setting.

Poplar Hall was built in 1914 for the family of Aubrey Lee Brooks, lawyer, politician, author,
and general counsel for the Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Company. It is an exceptional
example of Neoclassical Revival architecture in Guilford County. Interior updates in the 1970s
by Otto Zenke add another layer to the home’s historical significance. The workmanship of the
original builders has been carefully maintained over the years and architectural features have
been painstakingly restored by three generations of the Brooks family, making this one of the
best preserved historic homes in Guilford County.

Vision Statement: “A Community with Endless Economic Opportunities and Exceptional Quality of Life.”


https://www.greensboro-nc.gov/home/showdocument?id=63013&t=638848135786628505

BUDGET IMPACT:

Landmark designation makes the owner eligible for a deferral of up to 50% of City and County
property taxes. The total appraised value of the property is $2,339,600. The tax deferral is
calculated by the Guilford County Tax Department based on the percentage of the property that
is designated.

ACCOUNT NUMBER:
NA

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED:

It is recommended that City Council hold a public hearing and adopt the ordinance establishing
an expanded Landmark Designation for Poplar Hall, 409 Sunset Drive.
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