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PURPOSE:  

To adopt an ordinance to allow purchase of a hockey system and other improvements needed to 

host an ECHL professional hockey team at the First Horizon Coliseum in fall 2025 for the 2025 

– 2026 hockey season 

 

BACKGROUND: 

On October 18, 2024, the East Coast Hockey League (ECHL) announced expansion of the 

league to include a team to play in Greensboro beginning in the 2025- 2026 hockey season.  In 

order to host the team at First Horizon Coliseum, certain equipment and modifications to the 

facility are needed, in order to meet or exceed National Hockey League standards.   These 

include a new hockey system of acrylic hockey glass and posts, backer panels, goals, safety 

netting and zamboni ice surfacing equipment, among others.  Improvements also include new 

seating risers and office modifications for team operations.   

 

A portion of Guilford County’s 3% Occupancy Tax, called “City Capital Funds”, may be 

dedicated for Greensboro tourism-related capital improvements, if the County Commissioners, 

the Tourism Development Authority Board (Convention &Visitor’s Bureau) and the City 

Council approve the expenditure.  The CVB authorized using up to $1,500,000 of their City 

Capital Funds for Greensboro hockey-related improvements at its 10/8/24 meeting.  The 
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Guilford County Board of Commissioners is scheduled to consider this request at its 11/7/24 

meeting. 

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT:  

No City funds will be used to fund this expenditure.  If approved, a contribution of up to 

$1,500,000 will be received by the City from a portion of Guilford County’s 3% Occupancy Tax 

to support the necessary improvements. 

 

ACCOUNT NUMBER:    

529-75-7517903.8620 

529-75-7517903.6013 

529-75-7517903.6059 

 

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION REQUESTED: 

It is recommended that City Council approve the attached budget ordinance establishing funding 

in the amount of $1,500,000 for capital improvements to host an ECHL hockey team at First 

Horizon Coliseum. 


