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Item B.2 – Accessory Dwelling Units

and

Item B.3 – Housing Diversity



Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) and Housing 
Diversity

Why the discussion?

• Council Strategic Priority

• “Abundance of Attainable Housing”

• Serves as an update on the policy initiative 
direction coming from the February Council 
strategy session; priority on attainable housing

• Support adopted policy guidance 

• Routine maintenance of Land Development 
Ordinance (LDO)
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Accessory Dwelling Units and Housing Diversity

These strategies can assist in helping the City of Greensboro 

provide more housing options to people who want to live here.
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Item B.2 – Accessory Dwelling Units



Accessory Dwelling Units 

• Context

• What has been done by staff?

• Next steps for staff?
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Accessory Dwelling Units

• Context: What are they?

A dwelling unit that exists either as part of a principal dwelling 

or as an accessory building and is secondary and incidental 

to the use of the property as single-family residential. (30-15-2, 

Greensboro Land Development Ordinance)
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Accessory Dwelling Units

• Context: What are they?

An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a smaller, independent 

residential dwelling unit located on the same lot as a stand-

alone (i.e., detached) single-family home. (American Planning 

Association)
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Accessory Dwelling Units

• Context: Benefits

• Range of housing options

• Aging in place

• Generate income for property owners

• Gentle density (Imperceptible in most instances)

• Incremental infill development
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AARP
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Accessory Dwelling Units

• What has been done?

• Staff research / work
• UDO (Unified Development Ordinance) to LDO (Land Development 

Ordinance), past amendments

• Other NC/Triad jurisdictions (ordinances and permit data)

• Staff goals / recommendations

• Identify other areas of ordinance amendment (district or use setbacks, 
parking, etc.)

• Pre-approved plan sets
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Accessory Dwelling Units

• Challenges / Barriers

• Existing ordinances

• Design and permit process

• Public perception
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Accessory Dwelling Units

• Challenges / Barriers

• Existing ordinance

• Occupancy requirement

• Detached ADU dimensional requirements

• Minimum square footage of dwelling unit

• Appearance

• Parking
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Accessory Dwelling Units

• Challenges / Barriers

• Public perception

• “Gentle Density”

• Design and permit process

• Pre-approved plan sets

• Pre-fabricated 
dwellings
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Houston, TX



Accessory Dwelling Units

• Next steps?

• Staff work session with Technical 
Review Committee (TRC) 
members (Fire, Development 
Services)

• Convening of an ADU work group

• Community Discussions

• Timeline

• Summer – Education and 
Work Group

• Fall – Draft Ordinance to Work 
Session

• Winter – Ordinance 
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Variety of Housing Types

• Challenges / Barriers

• Past Policies and Practices

• Public perception

• “Gentle Density”
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Existing Conditions

% of 1 and 2 person household 

US Census Bureau 2022

62.5%

% of Land Zoned R-3 or CD-R3 (Conditional 

District) of all Land in GSO Zoned for Single 

Family Residential 

(June 26, 2023) 

57.32%
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Market Demand
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Since GSO 2040 Adoption

• Evaluation of Barriers in 

the LDO by Opticos

• Review of Planned 

Development/Annexation 

Cases

• Investigation for Best 

Practices
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Next Steps

• Develop a “Mixed Residential” Zoning District that allows a variety of 

housing types by right.

• Continue to evaluate barriers to small, gentle density increases and 

bring recommendations for Land Development Ordinance 

amendments

• Conduct Community Discussions about concerns

• Periodic Updates
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