
Severe Storm Preparation and 
Response 

Greensboro Fire Department 

Special Operations



Severe Weather 

• 90% of all Presidential Declared Disasters are Weather related

• Each year across the US we can expect
• 10,000 Thunderstorms

• 2,500 Floods

• 1,000 Tornadoes



The Goal is to be Storm Ready

City of Greensboro:

• Weather response plan 
• Reviewed Annually

• 24-hour Warning Point
• G.E.A.N.I.

• Wireless Emergency Alerts (IPAWS)

• Emergency Operation Center

• Communicate and Educate 

• Train and Evaluate

Public Preparedness:

• Prepare now on our “Blue Sky 
Days”

• Make a Plan
• Talk through plan

• Build an Emergency Kit
• What do I need?

• Stay informed 
• Use multiple sources



https://www.guilfordcountync.gov/our-county/emergency-
services/ready-guilford/geani

Google: Ready Guilford GEANI

Will be first on search list

https://www.guilfordcountync.gov/our-county/emergency-services/ready-guilford/geani








Isolated Storms and City 
Response

• City/Department wide response

• special response assets ready

• Preplan common areas of concern 

• Strategy: As calls are dispatched, send appropriate resources.  Do not send all resources due 
to more calls will be dispatched



Response Levels 

• Storm Response Levels

• Yellow-initiated by National Weather 
Service  

• Call Volume has increased  

• Fire Department reduces number of 
dispatched units on Fire Alarms 

• Orange-Call Volume has increased.

• Call stacking and triage of calls are 
necessary

• Evaluate calling in off duty personnel to 
respond to non emergency calls

• Red-Call Volume has overwhelmed the 
system

• Emergency Operation Center (EOC) is 
opened to handle all non emergency 
issues 



Large Predicted Storm Impact 
Response

• Complex Command/Control and 
Communication 

• Increase need for tactical and 
support resources
• Specialty units and increase staffing and 

response units

• Wide Spread damage

• Multiple operational periods

• Costly and extensive recovery efforts

• Response Factors
• What are the hazards and safety concerns
• Safety of responders
• Evacuations and warnings
• Injuries and casualties
• Need to secure and isolate the area
• Location and security of Incident Command Post and 

Staging Area
• Political sensitivity and media response



The 7 Things to Know:


